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The Welfare Racket 


Do you ever wonder what be- 
comes of all those taxes which 
the government grabs from you 
each pay-day? Are you puzzled 
because the federal government 
has a big, fat deficit — can’t 
meet its bills unless it borrows 
money? What’s happening to your 
taxes? Why won’t they pay all the 
bills? Well, here are a few figures 
which may startle you. The 
Council of the State Chambers of 
Commerce has been taking a look 
at what are known as “‘social 
welfare’? payments. This is a 
fancy name for what used to be 


called ‘‘relief’’ back in the days 
of the depression. In 1935 — when 
we were in a period of great 
slackness in business and when 
millions of people were out of 
jobs — the government spent 
three billion dollars on social- 
welfare payments. That was a lot 
of money. But this year — in a 
period of booming business and 
high employment — the govern- 
ment is spending 20 billion 
dollars on social welfare. And 
the figure may soon go even 
higher. 

Of course, the big-spending 








boys have an answer to this. 
- They say you can’t measure the 
relief of human misery in dollars. 
Those who point to the harm 
which our growing welfare state 
is doing to our free institutions 
are thus branded as unfeeling and 
hard-hearted. But aside from the 
serious fiscal problem involved 
in these tremendous handouts, we 
might also ask what they are do- 
ing to the character of the Amer- 
ican people. What about the men 
and women — and their number is 
not small — who work only long 
enough to collect their unemploy- 
ment insurance? 

Mr. Edwin A. Roberts, Jr., 
has been looking into this whole 
subject for the Wall Street Jour- 
nal. He found instances — and 
they are by no means isolated 


Behind the Strauss Affair 


Now that the dust has set- 
tled on the Senate’s rejection of 
Admiral Lewis Strauss as Secre- 
tary of Commerce, perhaps we 
can take a more objective look 
at the dangerous forces at work 
in our country today. It is an 
amazing thing, but even at this 
late day there are too many 
people — especially in public 
life — who are either blind or 
apathetic to the destructive 
forces which eat away at Ameri- 


examples — of whole families 
which make a career of living on 
relief. Then there was a former 
worker who never saved a penny 
in his life because he liked the 
horses. Now he’s on relief — and 
can spend all his time at the race 
track, thanks to your tax dollars. 
The program which started out as 
a help to deserving needy child- 
ren, now supports thousands and 
thousands of women who make a 
career of having illegitimate 
children. 

All this is the logical result 
of welfare-statism. The other 
logical result is this: No nation 
in history which went in for 
large-scale government handouts 
ever succeeded in escaping 
bankruptcy. 


can institutions. Whenever a jour- 
nalist or a commentator points to 
the communist influence behind 
some event, these people dismiss 
him with a sneer by saying — Oh, 
he sees communists under every 
bed. 

Of course, the communists are 
not under every bed. They don’t 
have to be. They can sit in the 
background and, because they are 
dedicated and ruthless, can poi- 
son the streams of opinion and 
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communication. The result is that 
perfectly good Americans — never 
realizing what they are doing — 
carry on the Reds’ work of de- 
struction. This is what happened 
in the case of Admiral Strauss. 

Now I do not want to be mis- 
understood. I am mot accusing 
those members of the Senate who 
carried on the fight against 
Strauss, of deliberately doing the 
Reds’ work for them. That is the 
saddest part of the story — that 
they actually did not realize what 
they were doing. They themselves 
were the victims of a sustained 
propaganda drive which has as 
its objective the destruction of 
any man in public life who op- 
poses the Red conspirators. After 


all, what was so terrible in 


Admiral Strauss’ record? What 
could cause the Senate — for 
only the eighth time in our 
history — to reject a Cabinet 
appointee? He was a successful 
businessman. He had a.long ca- 
reer ef distinguished public 
service under both Democratic 
and Republican presidents. His 
record as chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission was 
admirable ~ it was under his gui- 
dance that the United States 
developed the hydrogen bomb. 
I am sure you have read or 
heard all the various explanations 
given for the Senate’s action — 
that Admiral Strauss was too 
blunt, or flip, with the Senators 
in defending himself; or that he 
was not always completely frank; 
or that it was just plain old 
politics — the need for the Dem- 
ocrats in the Senate to rebuff a 
president of the opposite party. 
I have no doubt that all these 
factors played a part in the 
Senate’s action. But it was a 
superficial part. After all, there 
have been plenty of other presi- 
dential appointees about whom 
the same things could be said — 
and they had no trouble breezing 
through Senate confirmation. 
There was one thing that 
made it easy to use these ex- 
cuses against Strauss. This was 
that the Senators who voted 








against him had been the victims 
— practically without realizing 
it — of a planned and sustained 
attack on Strauss by the commu- 
nists and their dupes. So cleverly 
do the communists work that, 
over the years, the attack was 
taken up by respectable journals, 
editors, scientists and others. 
Boiled down to its essentials, 
what was Strauss’ ‘“‘crime?’’ It 
was that he felt our private- 
enterprise system should have a 
part in the development of atomic 
energy. Private enterprise, of 


Smearing a Dead Man 


It is greatly to the Presi- 
dent’s credit that he stood by 
Admiral Strauss to the end. But 
it is a sad thing to note that the 
President seems to learn every- 
thing too late. It was he who set 
the tone, some years ago, for this 
present sorry episode. That was 
when Mr. Eisenhower permitted 
himself to be used by the cabal 
which set out to destroy the late 
Senator Joe McCarthy because he 
was exposing communist infiltra- 
tion of our government. 

And here is something which 
will show you how unrelenting is 
the attack on every patriotic 
American who exposes the Reds 
and their dupes. It is a book about 
Senator McCarthy — written two 


course, is something on which 
the Reds have declared unremit- 
ting war. But Admiral Strauss’ 
cardinal ‘‘sin’’ was that he had 
refused access to our atomic 
secrets to a scientist who played 
around freely with Reds — and 
then lied about his associations. 
The Reds and their dupes will 
never forgive Admiral Strauss for 
that action. They set out to get 
him — in the same way they set 
out to get any man in public life 
who tries to protect his country 
from the Red conspirators. 


years after his death — which is 
the most thoroughly vicious 
smear I have ever read in my life. 
Of course, it brought great 
gladness to the hearts of the 
New York Times’ reviewers. It 
calls Senator McCarthy violent 
names — such as ‘‘liar,’’ 
**seditionist,’’ ‘“‘barbarian,’’ and 
so on. But even a Times reviewer 
had to admit that the book lacks 
documentation and research. In 
other words, it is an out-and-out 
smear job. Here’s an example of 
its viciousness. It talks about 
McCarthy’s ‘“‘vulgarity’”’ and 
“‘profanity.’’ Yet those who knew 
the Senator were 
surprised — since he had plenty 
of provocation — that he seldom 


always 
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tall 


used even the everyday cuss 
words so common in most men’s 
language. The author of this rot- 
ten job is a man who seems proud 
of the fact that he was once an 
editor of a sheet labeled by the 
Attorney-General as a ‘“‘commu- 
nist periodical.”” Now he is 


Washington correspondent for one 
of those slickly ‘‘liberal’’ maga- 
zines. But there is no record of 
his ever calling Senator McCarthy 
these names to his face. He wait- 
ed until two years after the 
Senator was in his grave. 

— John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 6/28/59 





BOOK REVIEW 


A Front Row Seat at a Great Event 


FORGE OF LIBERTY by 
Leonard Faulkner, 256 pages, 
Dutton, N.Y. $4.50. 

Would you like to attend the 
opening of the American Revolu- 
tion? To walk beside, and talk 
with, the men of Lexington and 
Concord? To share their hopes 
and fears, their laughs and tears? 
To cross over into the British 
lines, wander about the Boston of 
1775? To listen to splendid young 
Redcoats, their smart — or 
stupid — officers boast how they 
would summarily put down this 
rebellion of ‘‘provincial yokels” 
against His Imperial Majesty’s 
government? To listen in on the 
secret conversations in Dr. 
Warren’s home as members of 
the Committee of Safety (a young 
coppersmith named Paul Revere 


among them) stealthily entered 
and left with news and orders, 
under the very noses of the 
British sentries? 

All this — and much more —is 
yours in return for a few hours 
spent with FORGE OF LIBERTY. 
Mr. Faulkner, a newspaper fea- 
ture editor, has accomplished the 
seemingly impossible task of 
making his reader, if not a par- 
ticipant, at least an active ob- 
server, of the events he describes 
as “‘the dramatic opening of the 
American Revolution.’’ And he 
does it without recourse to fic- 
tional gimmicks or dramatic 
license. Even the conversations 
are authentic — a tribute to the 
author’s diligence and patience 
in going, not to the history books, 
but to “‘the on-the-spot reports, 








the letters and diaries and mem- 
oirs of the men who saw and 
made it happen.”’ 

The result is not just his- 
tory, which itself can be a most 
dramatic intellectual experience. 
It is a living, breathing account 
of the “‘shot heard ‘round the 
world,’’ of Concord and Bunker 
Hill. You may join the minutemen 
in the redoubt on the Hill as they 
faced the British Army. Or you 
may stand with the besieged resi- 
dents of Boston on the rooftops 
of the city as they watched a 
memorable battle. However vicar- 
iously, the reader is made to feel 
apart of the stirring events— 
much more so than he feels on 
reading a melodramatic feature 
story in today’s paper. 

Two days before the Battle 
of Bunker Hill, the Continental 
Congress had appointed a Vir- 
ginia plantation squire to take 


6 
command of the ‘“‘provincial 


yokels’” around Boston. They 
were to be the nucleus for the 
new American Army. George 
Washington arrived in Cambridge 
three weeks later. He was 
appalled at the ragtag and bobrail 
troops he found there. Yet they 
had repelled the flower of the 
British Army. But the battle was 
far from over. With these inde- 
pendent, ornery, hardbitten New 
Englanders, he had to combine 
into a disciplined force aristo- 
cratic Virginians, ribald and reck- 
less frontiersmen, staid and 
peace-loving Quakers and many 
others. It must have seemed at 
times a hopeless task. He suc- 
ceeded because they all fought 
for the one objective they had in 
common — their, and our, liberty, 
which we take so much for grant- 
ed today. 


— Rosalie Gordon 


Profits and Profits-Haters 


“It is getting to be downright boring, the furor raised by the so- 
called ‘liberals’ about that big bad wolf ‘profits.’ The proportion of 
the national income originating in business corporations in 1957 was 
slightly in excess of $200 billion, or an increase of $97 billion over 
1947. Of this increase, $81 billion or 83 percent was accounted for by 
higher wages and salaries. Corporate taxes were higher by over $10 
billion and profits increased by less than $4 billion. Looks mighty 
like profits should be doing the hollering instead of the profits-haters, 


doesn’t it?’’ 


— M. V. Eggleston in the syndicated column ‘The American Way."’ 


Out of Marx — 


‘We are steadily adopting the Marxian dictum: ‘From each accord- 
ing to his ability, to each according to his need.’ This is something 
that communists warmly advocate we adopt, but which they them- 
selves would not think of practicing because they know, having tried 
it out, that there is no more certain way to divert people from being 
productive to being indolent than to tell them that no one will be 
allowed to benefit very much from working harder, better or longer 
than his neighbors.”’ 

— Robert Tyson, Chairman of Finance Committee, U.S. Steel Corp. 


And Into U. S. Schools 


‘In a survey of 86 high schools, members of the senior classes 
were asked to indicate their preference for various statements de- 
scriptive of economic systems. Fifty-five percent selected the old 
socialist slogan ‘from each according to his abilities, to each accord- 
ing to his need.’ ”’ 

— Walter P. Coombs, of L. A. World Affairs Council 


"The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time.”’ 
— Thomas Jefferson 
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